TECHNICAL NOTE

Project Loxwood Speed Reduction Measures

Subject TRO Application for 40mph Speed Limit on Vicarage Hill

SWTP Ref | P1113 -TN - 01
Date 22 December 2025

Introduction

There is an observed problem with excess vehicles speeds at the southern end of Loxwood
village, on Vicarage Hill. This occurs in the vicinity of St John The Baptist Church, close to where
the speed limit changes from 60mph to 30mph. There is also an adverse road safety issue in
this area.

This application proposes the introduction of a 40mph speed limit southwards from the current
30mph speed limit, for a distance of 600m to a point approximately 50m south of Skiff Lane, as
shown on the attached location plan. This will introduce a transition between the current 30mph
and 60mph speed limits and should assist with better compliance within the 30mph zone. It
will also reduce speeds in the area around the Skiff Lane and Plaistow Road junctions, where a
number of serious traffic accidents have occurred in recent years.

Justification
Traffic Speeds

A survey was carried out to collect traffic flow and speed data over the 7 day period from 14™
to 20™ July 2025, using and Automatic Traffic Counter (ATC). The full results are included in
Appendix A. A summary of the speed results is shown in Table 1.

Table 1 - Traffic Speeds on Vicarage Hill

St John The Baptist Church

Speed Classification 85th percentile

Northbound 33.9 39.6
Southbound 34.0 39.7
Combined 34.0 39.7

The results show that speeds, in both directions, in this part of the village are significantly in
excess of the posted limit. Average speeds are some 13% above the limit and 85" percentile
speeds exceed the limit by 32%.

Although no changes to the extents of the 30mph zone are proposed, the introduction of a
40mph buffer zone should ensure drivers are better able to regulate their speeds as they
transition between the 30mph and 60mph limits.



Traffic Accidents
6. Figure 1 shows personal injury accident records for the 5 year period from 2020 to 2024
(inclusive). A total of 5 accidents occurred in the vicinity of the Plaistow Road and Skiff Lane

junctions; with 3 resulting in serious injuries.
@ crashmap.co.uk

Figure 1- Accident Data
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7. The proposed 40mph limit will encompass this accident cluster and should lead to an

improvement in highway safety in this area.



Location Plan
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Appendix A

Vicarage Hill Automatic Traffic Counter Survey Results
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Location 2 - Vicarage Hill, Loxwood
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Document Key:

Each survey day is broken down by hours, showing an hour for each direction
of travel in rows. The time displayed here represents the hour timeframe for
example 0300 represents all vehicle movements from 03:00 until 03:59:59.

Vehicle Class: Further information regarding vehicle class breakdown can be
found by looking at the table on the 'Classifications' tab.

Compass Direction: North (N) East (E) South (S) West (W) refers to the direction
of travel for vehicle data in that row.

Total number of vehicle records collected for this direction and timeframe.
These are the speed bins used to categorise the speed of the vehicles for
each of the time frames in rows.

This column displays the average speeds of all vehicle data collected for that
direction & timeframe. This will be blank if the timeframe & direction collected
no vehicle data for this period.

This refers to the speed percentile point. Followed by the '85' this indicated the
values being shown are the 85th percentile for the speeds collected by
timeframe and direction. Please note: 85th percentile calculations are unable
to be provided for timeframes & directions where there are less that 10x
vehicle movement. Instead, this row entry will display as blank.

This tab represents the total volume of vehicles for each class and speed bin
collected over the duration of the survey, displayed by direction.



Location 2 - Vicarage Hill, Loxwood

ATC Location
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Below are the prevailing weather conditions for each day during the survey period. This is historical weather forecasting from wunderground.com

14 July 2025 15 July 2025 16 July 2025 17 July 2025 18 July 2025 19 July 2025 20 July 2025

Light Rain Light Rain
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Location 2 - Vicarage Hill, Loxwood

Totals Over 7 Days

Total Vehicles Average Speed MPH 85th Percentile

Northbound 22,595 33.9 39.6 Posted Speed Limit:
Southbound 22,302 34.0 39.7
Combined 44,897 34.0 39.7 Total Vehicles over Limit:
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Description - Location 2 - Vicarage Hil, Loxwood
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Description - Location 2 - Vicarage Hill, Loxwood

Grand Total
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